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Description 
GOLF CLUB RING 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This is a continuation-in-part patent application of co- 
pending United States patent application Serial No. 

10/371,649, filed February 24, 2003. 
Background of Invention 

Field of The Invention 

[0002] 0002] The present invention generally relates to the game 

of golf. More particularly, this invention relates to a device 

that can be placed on the grip of a golf club to improve 

the user's grip during wet weather conditions. 
Description of The Related Art 

[0003] [0003] It is well known in the golfing industry that a 

player's hand grip on the golf club shaft grip must be light 
rather than strong to allow the wrists of the player to ro- 
tate freely through the swing for squaring the club face to 
the ball at the point of impact, and to maximize the club 



head speed which controls the distance and direction of 
the ball. However, if a player strengthens his or her hand 
grip during wet weather conditions to prevent slippage of 
the club, the result will impede the wrist rotation and 
therefore prevent the squaring of the club face at impact, 
resulting in misdirection of the golf ball as well as de- 
creasing the distance the ball travels. 
[0004] [0004] In view of the above, there is a need for a device ca- 
pable of reducing the risk of a player's hands slipping off 
a golf club grip while executing a golf swing in wet 

weather conditions. 
Summary of Invention 

[0005] 0005] The present invention provides a method and device 
for reducing the risk of a player's hands slipping off a wet 
golf club grip while executing a golf swing. The device is 
adapted to be installed on a golf club shaft and secured to 
the grip without requiring any modification of the club. 
The device is also configured to be removed from the golf 
club when its use is not required. 

[0006] [0006] More particularly, the device of this invention is 

mountable on a golf club having a shaft with oppositely- 
disposed first and second ends, a grip at the first end of 
the shaft, and a head at the second end of the shaft. The 



grip has a first grip portion and a second grip portion lo- 
cated closer to the second end of the shaft than the first 
grip portion, and the grip is tapered so that the second 
grip portion has a smaller diameter than the first grip 
portion. The device comprises a body having an opening 
that defines an inner perimeter of the body, an outer 
perimeter spaced radially outward from and surrounding 
the inner perimeter, and a slot in the body that extends 
between the inner and outer perimeters thereof. The slot 
has a width greater than the diameter of the golf club 
shaft to permit installation of the body on the golf club. 
The opening in the body has a minimum dimension larger 
than the diameter of the second grip portion of the grip 
but smaller than the diameter of the first grip portion of 
the grip, so that the body is prevented from being re- 
moved from the club over the first grip portion. In this 
manner, the device is secured on the grip by an interfer- 
ence fit. 

[0007] [0007] In view of the above, the method of this invention 
involves installing the device on the club by passing the 
shaft of the club through the slot, and then securing the 
device on the club by moving the device along the shaft 
and over the second grip portion toward the first grip 



portion until an interference fit is achieved between the 
inner perimeter of the body and the first grip portion. The 
device can be subsequently removed by simply forcing the 
device away from the first grip portion and onto the shaft, 
at which point the opening in the body is sufficiently large 
to allow the device to be removed from the club. 

[0008] [0008] In view of the above, the device is capable of pro- 
viding a barrier that prevents a golfer's hands from slip- 
ping off the end of the grip while executing a golf swing, 
such as during wet weather conditions. According to a 
preferred aspect of the invention, the device is also con- 
figured to resist torsional slip of a golfer's hands on the 
grip when swinging the club. 

[0009] [0009] Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
be better appreciated from the following detailed descrip- 
tion. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0010] [ooiO] Figure 1 is a fragmentary view of a golf club with a 
ring positioned on the grip of the club shaft in accordance 
with a preferred embodiment of this invention. 

[001 1] [ooil] Figure 2 is a plan view of the ring of Figure 1. 

[0012] [0012] Figure 3 is a side view of the ring of Figure 2. 



Detailed Description 



[0013] [ooi3] Figures 1 through 3 illustrate a golf club ring 20 
that can be placed on a golf club 10 and positioned near 
the top of the hand grip 12 just below the upper end 14 
of the grip 12, so that the ring 20 is secured to the grip 
12 by an interference fit. In other words, the ring 20 has a 
central opening 22 that defines an inner perimeter 24 of 
the ring 20, and the inner perimeter 24 defines a diameter 
(or otherwise has a minimum dimension) that is larger 
than the outer diameter at the lower end 16 of the grip 
12, but smaller than the outer diameter at the upper end 
14 of the grip 12, so that the ring 20 can be positioned on 
the grip 12 by sliding the ring 20 upward from the lower 
end 16 of the grip 12 toward the upper end 14 of the grip 
12, and the ring 20 is prevented from sliding off the up- 
per end 14 of the grip 12. As such, when the grip 12 of 
the club 10 is properly gripped by a golfer, the ring 20 
acts as a physical barrier that reduces the risk of the 
golfer's hands slipping off the end 14 of the grip 12. 

[0014] [0014] In order to place the ring 20 on the club 10, the ring 
20 is formed to have a slot 28 with a width sufficient to 
allow the shaft 18 of the club 10 to pass therethrough. 
The slot 28 is preferably closable with a suitable closure 



30, represented in phantom in Figures 2 and 3. The clo- 
sure 30 can be held in a closed position by a variety of 
fastener devices, such as a hinge, slide, spring, etc. Alter- 
natively, the closure 30 can be omitted so that slot 28 re- 
mains open, resulting in the ring 20 having a C-shaped 
configuration. The ring 20 is shown as having a particular 
shape in the Figures, though other shapes are possible. As 
such, the term "ring" is defined herein as a body shaped 
to have an inner perimeter, and does not limit the ring 20 
to have a rounded cross-sectional shape. 
[0015] [0015] The ring 20 can be formed of a variety of materials. 
However, the material for the ring 20 is preferably suffi- 
ciently rigid to prevent the inside diameter of the ring 20 
from expanding large enough to slip off the upper end 14 
of the grip 12. For example, the ring 20 is preferably not 
so pliable as to allow the slot 28 to be expanded to fit di- 
rectly onto the grip 12 near its upper end 14, instead of 
the ring 20 being forced up into an interference fit with 
the upper end 14 of the grip 12. Alternatively, it is fore- 
seeable that the ring 20 could be formed from a pliable 
material and with its inner diameter sufficiently sized or 
expandable for installation of the ring 20 over the upper 
end 14 of the grip 12, and thereafter the inner diameter is 



decreased or prevented from expanding so that the ring 
20 is secured on the grip 12. For example, the ring 20 
could be formed of a material sufficiently resilient to allow 
placement of the ring over the upper end 14 of the grip 
12, but then mechanically prevented from expanding once 
in place on the grip 12 by operation of the closure 30. 

[0016] [0016] Another important aspect of the invention is to 

minimize the weight of the ring 20, so as not to adversely 
affect the balance of the club 10 and the golfer's swing. 
For this reason, the ring 20 preferably does not weigh 
over eight ounces (about 230 grams), such as less than 
four ounces (about 115 grams) and more preferably less 
than one ounce (about 30 grams) so as to be essentially 
imperceptible by the golfer. For example, one embodi- 
ment of the ring 20 weighed less than 0.5 ounce (less 
than about 14 grams). 

[0017] [ooi7] Still another desirable feature of the invention is to 
prevent torsional slipping of the golfer's grip, i.e., rotation 
of the golfer's grip around the circumference of the grip 
12. For this purpose, the ring 20 is preferably formed to 
have a recess or dimple 32 defined on its outer perimeter 
26 and sized to accommodate a portion of the golfer's 
wrist or hand. The dimple 32 can be located anywhere on 



the outer perimeter 26, but is preferably located at the 
slot 28 as shown in Figure 2. To minimize slipping of the 
user's wrist or hand from the dimple 32 and along the 
lower face 34 of the ring 20, an anti-slip region 36 is 
preferably present on the lower face 34. Suitable materials 
for the anti-slip region 36 include rubber or composite 
materials with relatively high coefficients of friction, e.g., 
higher than the remainder of the ring 20, or at least 
higher than the material that forms the inner perimeter 24 
of the ring 20. In this manner, the ring 20 can be installed 
and removed from the grip 12 independent of the greater 
friction desired at the lower face 34 of the ring 20. 
[0018] [0018] The ring 20 can be made by a variety of manufac- 
turing methods such as molding, machining, casting, etc. 
Suitable dimensions for the outer and inner diameters and 
the axial thickness of the ring 20 (identified in Figure 3 as 
"t") will vary, depending on the dimensions of the grip 12. 
In the previously-noted embodiment of the invention, the 
ring 20 had inner and outer diameters of about 0.875 inch 
and about 1.75 inches (about 22 mm and about 44 mm), 
respectively, with a thickness of about 0.375 inch (about 
10 mm). The outer diameter of the ring 20 was found to 
be sufficiently large to prevent a golfer's hands from slip- 



ping off the grip 12. 
[0019] [ooi9] While the invention has been described in terms of a 
preferred embodiment, it is apparent that other forms 
could be adopted by one skilled in the art. Therefore, the 
scope of the invention is to be limited only by the follow- 
ing claims. 



